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From the Editor 
Well, so far the winter for us skiers has been a bit of a bust, a promising December  

morphed into a warm and virtually snowless January. Hopefully February will live up to 

its reputation of “the snowiest month” and we can get some good skiing in. Of course 

there is more to do in the winter than ski; I hope all of your MG winter projects are going 

well. My wheels have turned out beautifully and will soon be shod with Vredestein Sprint 

Classics (with tubes of course!). I can’t wait till spring...until then I guess I’ll just have to 

search the skies for snow. 

On page two of this newsletter you’ll find the flyer for our annual Event Planning Meeting 

in  Wilmington, MA. All members are invited to attend, or if you can’t make it, to send 

along your inputs for events and shows you would like to have the club support. Of  

interest this year, the British Motorcars of New England have taken over the former  

Bristol Motorcar Festival (now “British Motorcars in Bristol”) and promise to make the 

show more affordable. The show is in a wonderful setting on Narragansett Bay and  

scheduled for June 12th & 13th. 

 Safety Fast! 

Whatever have I gotten myself in for? 

See page 11 for the finished product!  
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Holiday Party 

 
Held once again at the 

Princeton Station on a 

snowless December 1st, 

with a hint of change in 

the air as a cold front was 

moving in and snow was 

on its way!  

A good turn out and some 

great appetizers provided 

by the Club (great deci-

sion Charles, let’s do it 

again next year!) made for 

an enjoyable cocktail 

hour. The highlight of the 

social hour for me was 

getting to see the pictures 

of Frank Cronin’s re-

stored TF...it was well 

worth the wait Frank, the 

TF is beautiful! 

Dinner as always was 

good, I had the prime rib, 

or maybe they should call 

it the brontosaur rib as it 

was huge. The silent auc-

tion worked out well for 

me, I picked up a TD 

high/low light switch 

(thanks Rick!) which 

should rectify the prob-

lem I have of all my lights 

going out when I switch 

to high beam! 

All too soon it was time to 

hit the road as it had 

started to snow, thank-

fully it remained only 

flurries until we pulled 

into the driveway!  
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The following article appeared in The Driven by Bryce Gaton 

Thanks to Alex Gottfried for passing it along 

 

MG says sales of full battery electric car to begin in 

September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MG has just announced that the all-electric version of its ZS SUV/crossover will go on sale 
in the UK in September this year, with an on-the-road starting price of £28,495 (around 
$A50,500 plus the usual Australian mark-ups). 
After deducting the UK Government’s low emission vehicle grant of £3500 (plus a match-
ing discount from MG), that price reduces to £21,495 (AU$38,000). PLUS, for the first 
1000 orders, MG will also throw in a Mode 2 wall charger with basic installation costs cov-
ered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So what will UK buyers get for their money? 

The drive train comprises a 44.5kWh battery and a 105kW motor (for comparison, the Ko-
na electric in Australia has a 64kW battery/150kW motor and the Zoe currently sold here 
is 41kWh/66kW). 
The interior and safety offerings are also industry standard (i.e. lots) with the interior fea-
turing an 8” color touchscreen incorporating satellite navigation, Android Auto, Apple Car 
Play, Bluetooth phone connectivity, audio streaming and DAB radio. 
Safety systems include Advanced Emergency Braking (AEB), blind spot monitoring, lane 



 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MG is quoting a WLTP test cycle rating of 260km for the ZS.  (By the way, WLTP is the new 
European test cycle that gives closer to real-world ranges than their previous – and notori-
ous – NEDC test cycle.) Given WLTP is still around 10-12% over-optimistic, the real-world 
range of the ZS is likely to be around 230km. 
MG is also stressing in its press release the ZS battery has a water cooling system to 
“.. allow frequent rapid charging and optimum range whatever the weather.” (Presumably to 
differentiate it from the only new BEV on the market still to have passive air cooling: i.e. 
the most popular selling EV in Europe and the UK: the Nissan Leaf). 
The EV driving features of the ZS all appear to match the best of the current BEVs on the 

market, including three driving modes and three levels of regenerative braking. Size-wise, 

at 4314mm long it is very close to the Kona electric (4180mm) and the Nissan Leaf 

(4480mm).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Putting all these together, the overall package will make it an attractive competitor in both 
price and specifications to the base Kona electric sold in Europe (but not offered here) that 
has a 39kWh battery and 100kW motor as well as the 40kWh battery/110kW motor Nis-
san Leaf. 
However, unlike the Kona electric – which is severely supply constrained due to an inabil-
ity to build enough batteries to keep up with demand – MG is stating its battery 
‘Gigafactory’ is capable of building 300,000 EV batteries a year. 
The important part of this announcement is that the ZS for the UK will be right-hand 
drive, making it a potential import option for Australia. 
Some noises have been heard from MG about bringing the ZS to Australia – but nothing 

official … yet. 
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 F. Robinson 

Unicorn Brewery 

Lower Hillgate 

 Stockport, Cheshire 

Light Brigade Golden Ale 
  

Based in the heart of Stockport for almost two centuries, and owning around 260 tenant-
ed and managed pubs, inns and hotels across the North West, ‘Robinsons’ is one of oldest 
and most respected names in British brewing history. 
A proud family of independent brewers, Robinsons is one of the most advanced and so-
phisticated breweries in the UK, with a worldwide reputation for real ale. It’s also home to 
the largest hopnik in the world. From here we apply decades of experience to create excit-
ing new varieties and choices of flavour that will lead us towards our next award-winning 
beer. Combining original recipe heritage brews such as Old Tom (first brewed in 1899) 
and Unicorn (legendary since 1896) with innovative young ales such as Dizzy 
Blonde, Wizard and Trooper Light Brigade (created with Iron Maiden) is what differentiates 
Robinsons… forward-thinking with the very best traditions. It’s an award winning formula 
which has earned Robinsons real ale recognition for almost 180 years.  
LIGHT BRIGADE – a new brew from IRON MAIDEN and ROBINSONS BREWERY  
developed in support of HELP FOR HEROES. IRON MAIDEN vocalist and ale aficionado 
Bruce Dickinson and Robinsons’ Head Brewer, Martyn Weeks have crafted LIGHT  
BRIGADE a unique interpretation of a sessionable golden ale.   
HELP FOR HEROES met with ROBINSONS in the summer of 2017 to explore the possibil-
ity of launching a beer. ROBINSONS and IRON MAIDEN, who jointly launched TROOPER 
beer almost 5 years ago, which has now sold over 20 million pints worldwide, were imme-
diately enthusiastic about the idea. Indeed, the origin of TROOPER’s name, which comes 
from the classic IRON MAIDEN song, ‘The Trooper’, based on the Battle of Balaclava of 
1854 in the Crimean War, reflects the band’s well-known interest in history. 
For each pint of LIGHT BRIGADE sold, we will donate 6p to HELP FOR HEROES. The 
money raised will help the thousands of Servicemen and women who live with complex 
wounds and injuries – both physical and mental – and are looking to regain their purpose 
in life. 

Source: hps://www.robinsonsbrewery.com/        
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Now all that is missing are 5 Vredestein 
Sprint tires & Michelin tubes! 
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T-Party Key Personnel 

 

Charles Dyer, Chairman 

Hamilton, MA   978-468-0156   

dyer-charles@comcast.net 

 

Alex Gottfried, ViceChairman 

Framingham, MA   978-764-4702 

alex_gottfried@msn.com 

  

Judy Krongelb, Treasurer 

Acton, MA   978-263-2519 

kronwasser@yahoo.com 

 

Maryellen & Rick Pelletier, Membership 

East Wakefield, NH   603-819-6418 

mpelletier1951@gmail.com 

 

Chris Nowlan, Technical Advisor 

Amherst, NH   603-673-0939 

nowlanc@comcast.net 

 

Rick Smith, Technical Advisor 

Dedham, MA    781-801-3058 

fdsmith50@gmail.com 

 

Betty Butler, Regalia 

Belmont, NH   603-524-2543 

bjbutler@metrocast.net 

 

Bob Dougherty, Editor 

Laconia, NH   603-948-2078 

rdoc2mg@gmail.com 

 

    


